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LANDSIDE ACCESS TO U.S. PORTS

A queue of trucks backs up at
a port entrance awaiting pro-
cessing. Note that the queue
is beginning to spill onto the
intersecting route.

would lengthen the working day from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. (The
effect of neighborhood opposition to operation of trucks and trains
during early morning and nighttime hours was discussed in Chapter
4.) In some places the morning opening times create safety hazards
both in the immediate vicinity and some distance away: when
truckers park at an Interstate rest stop waiting for the terminal gates
to open, the line backs up onto the shoulder of the highway. In
contrast, some port terminal gates are open around the clock when
required. When draymen can work throughout the night to clear the
containers, a surge of truck movements is not forced onto already-
crowded highways during the working day.

The operation of gates for longer hours increases the productivity
of port assets and allows truck and train movements to occur dur-
ing the off-peak travel hours. Almost all container port terminals
will operate around the clock when a large container ship arrives.
Because of the expense associated with lengthy dwell times, the ship
operator is usually willing to pay the extra labor costs. On the land
side, however, in order to open the gate to allow truckers to pick up